RECORD OF DISCUSSIONS
Gulf Small Pelagics Advisory Committee
November 16, 2021
ATTENDEES
The list of attendees is in Annex 1.
OPENING WORDS
The chairperson, Mireille Chiasson, stated that she was really happy to be hosting the meeting again
this year and because of the current health measures, the Department must continue to use these
online platforms. She is hoping the next meeting can take place in person.
Participants were asked to take a moment to reflect on the land on which they are on and Ms.
Chiasson acknowledged that she was in Moncton, New Brunswick, which is on traditional unceded
territory of the Mi'kmaq people.
Meeting ground rules were discussed, including the fact that the meeting would take place in both
official languages, English and French, with simultaneous interpretation available.
Committee members were reminded that this Advisory Committee usually meets once every two
years to discuss global issues in the herring fishery affecting all Herring Fishing Areas from 16A to
16G. Even though the last meeting took place in February of 2021, it was decided to meet earlier in
the year (November 16th) in order to allow sufficient time for representatives to meet with their
members to provide recommendations and comments for the 2022 herring spring fishery. Last
year’s decision for the 2021 fishery was announced late and created a very difficult situation for
everyone.
The chairperson mentioned that the stock has been in the critical zone of the Precautionary
Approach (PA) since 2002 and the status is not improving. Three major factors are contributing to
the decline of the stock for the spring herring: natural mortality by predation, environmental factors
and fishing activities. The only factor that we can control is fishing activity, which will be the focus of
the discussions for the meeting.
The Department is continuing to work on the completion of the rebuilding plan, in line with the
Precautionary Approach (PA) and the new Fish Stock Provisions (FSP). Progress is expected in the
coming months and the objective is to have a rebuilding plan drafted to share with industry
representatives and members of the Committee in 2022.
It was reiterated that closing the bait and commercial herring spring fisheries remains a real
possibility and that everything is on the table for next year. The Committee is meeting today to
discuss last year’s fishery and also to provide recommendations and comments for the 2022 season.
REVIEW OF THE RECORD OF DISCUSSIONS
A few members of the Committee asked for last year’s minutes to reflect the technical issues that
occurred, mainly with translation, and that many participants left the meeting before it was
adjourned because of this. The meeting was held via the Zoom platform, which was new for many
and did not occur without complications.
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Laura Ramsay from the Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s Association (PEIFA) asked for the
rebuilding plan to be shared with industry representatives before it is sent to the Minister. The
chairperson confirmed that it would be shared with industry for comments before being finalized.
Louis Ferguson from the Maritime’s Fisherman’s Union (MFU) requested that some modifications be
made in the record of discussions to properly reflect their interventions during the meeting.
ACTION ITEM : Update the minutes and share them with the Committee members.
UPDATE (November 25, 2021) : Modifications were made to the meeting minutes and shared with
the Committee members.
AGENDA
The agenda was accepted as is.
REVISED TERMS OF REFERENCE
Sylvie Leger, Resource Management, Gulf Region, mentioned that they recently shared the new
Terms of reference (TOR) for review and comments and that industry representatives will have until
the end of January to provide feedback. Some of the key elements are the mandate, meeting
frequency, membership and acceptance of new members, participation of guests, minutes and
timeline for sharing documents before the meeting. The revised document (with comments, if any)
will be shared before it is finalized and adopted to an upcoming GSPAC meeting.
The MFU will send their recommendations in writing and mentioned that their representation at the
table in the new TOR is too limited. They also questioned the official presence of environmental nongovernmental organizations (ENGOs) as members of the Committee and argued that these
organizations do not necessarily represent Canadian interests, as they often receive international
funding. The MFU perceive this as possibly being problematic for this fishery and others. Other
representatives agreed with MFU and some mentioned they would prefer ENGOs to seat as
observers only, as opposed to members.
The chairperson responded it was clearly identified by National headquarters (NHQ) that ENGOs
have a place at the table during advisory meetings but that she would seek further guidance and
follow-up on this matter.
PEIFA asked for more time after the meeting to submit official recommendations and would like to
receive, if possible, a summary of everyone’s position.
The chairperson confirmed time would be allowed to submit recommendations, which will be
shared with the membership.
Katie Schleit representing Oceans North’s addressed the group in regards to comments made on the
participation of ENGOs. She stated that ENGOs have been members of advisory committees for
years, and that this is in line with the mandate of the government and the Fisheries Act. She
expressed frustration and noted that this was an old debate.
UPDATE: The deadline to submit feedback on the TOR was extended to the end of February 2022.
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SUMMARY OF THE 2021 SPRING HERRING FISHERY
The 2021 landings were presented by David Giard from Resource Management, Gulf Region. The
presentation can be found in Annex 2.

PRESENTATION FROM CONSERVATION AND PROTECTION
Raoul Bourgeois from Conservation and Protection (C&P), Quebec Region, presented the
enforcement data for 2021. The presentation can be found in Annex 3.
Glen Gillespie from C&P, Gulf Region, presented the enforcement data for 2021. No presentation
was shared due to technical difficulties with their new system. Here are the key points of his
presentation :
•
•
•
•

C&P Gulf Region spent a considerable amount of time on the enforcement of the small
pelagics fisheries in 2021 (such as herring and mackerel) ; much more than in recent years.
Numerous violations were detected which resulted in prosecutions.
Prosecutions files that are ongoing include : undersized mackerel, undersized gillnet mesh,
untagged nets, sales of bait and exceeding fathom of mackerel and gillnets.
Reporting in the bait fishery continues to be an issue.

ACTION ITEM : Glenn Gillespie will share a presentation when completed.

4T ATLANTIC SPRING STOCK REVIEW
The 2021 review of the spring stock and an update on the science surveys was presented by Nicolas
Rolland from Science, Gulf Region. The presentation can be found in Annex 4.
Main comments from industry on the spring stock review presentation
•

•
•
•
•

Percentages should be attributed where the fishing pressure, the low recruitment, the high
natural mortality, the declining weight-at-age and the continuing environmental changes are
presented to show that the fishing pressure is not the main driver.
What’s the goal for recruitment? What’s the average in abundance?
Has there been a review of the PA time series?
Confusion between what caused the decline to the critical zone and what is now stopping
the increase of the stock.
What is important now is to look at the rebuilding of the stock. The limit reference point and
the lower reference point play a huge role in the decision making process at NHQ. Since
these play a major role and if they have not been reviewed in a long time, it might be
important to do so.

François Turcotte from Science, Gulf Region, commented on the work conducted for the rebuilding
plan and talked about the review of all reference points under the framework. With regards to a
suggestion made on only using recent data to evaluate the stock trends, he noted that overlooking
the past data, when the stock was healthy, would make it seem like the stock is stable while in
reality, it would be using a damaged stock and letting ourselves damage it even more.
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Main comments from industry following the update on the science surveys
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

The importance of using the right equipment to get more out of the science (floats on nets).
In regards to the timeframe of the survey, Science would like the experimental nets to be
alongside the commercial nets. Realistically, the fishery only lasts five or six days. Not
convinced it’s feasible with such a tight timeline.
We should separate the science survey from the commercial fishery and be ready to start at
the beginning of April.
We think that the experimental nets should be set before or at the same time as the spring
season begins. If we want to get the full picture of the fish coming in an out of the water, we
should be aiming to set the experimental nets by April 1st.
Marking the fish and observing the behavior of spring herring versus fall herring.
Timing of the tide is crucial for catching fish.
In regards to the spring acoustic survey, will we be able to add sites and make adjustments
based on information of sightings we have received recently?
Questions on what is being done about the seal problem.
Is there anything that Science is working on or proposing that would be able to address the
outcome and would lead to the recovery? What can assist in the recovery?

Matthew Hardy from Science, Gulf Region, stated that herring is a really important species for
ecosystems functions. It has been stuck in the critical zone for a very long time and low recruitment,
declining weight-at-age and warming conditions are things we should all be concerned with.
Recruitment needs to improve for a few consecutive years to support a rebuilding of the abundance
of the stock. Our role under the PA framework is to help promote growth to rebuild stocks that are
in the critical zone. Science is going to continue to work on refining their methodologies and
continue to have peer reviews. There’s always going to be something to improve and better data to
collect in order to reduce the uncertainties. We shouldn’t be distracted by the uncertainties and lose
sight in the fact that we are quite confident in these results; there is consistency in the data going
back several years using multiple indicators. Although there are aspects that we want to continue to
improve, the overall picture has been pretty clear and consistent when it comes to this stock. This is
important to take away from the science presentation today.
Sebastián Pardo from the Ecology Action Center said the only tool available at the moment to
improve the outcome is to reduce fishing activities.
A few industry representatives have ideas and suggestions on how to address the seal problem and
would like to discuss them, when appropriate.
ACTION ITEM : Confirm if the seal presentation from Pictou Landing First Nation can be shared.
UPDATE (December 16, 2021) : The presentation was shared with the advisory committee members.

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT UPDATE
The fisheries management update was presented by David Giard from Resource Management, Gulf
Region. The presentation can be found in Annex 5.
There was also a brief update on the rebuilding plan. The draft is still being developed and will be
shared with industry before being finalized. Some of the things the Department is working on are
the measurable objectives, recovery targets, timelines, etc.
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Main comments from industry following the fisheries management update
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In regards to weekend closures, these are new measures and it will take four to five years to
see results. It is a step in the right direction. Same thing for the bait fishery.
Disappointed in the lack of progress and updates on the rebuilding plan. Requested for a
timeline and something more substantial in regards to progress.
In the recent years, we’ve received a lot of comments in regards to observations of eggs in
the water. Questioning the fertility of eggs.
Disappointed that there’s not many fish harvesters on this call. Would like to know how you
can explain what was caught in 2021. DFO is saying there’s no fish but fish harvesters caught
it quicker than ever last year.
Nicolas Roland (Science) stated that the reason there’s so many fish around when fish
harvesters are fishing is because herring tends to aggregate and they tend to fish when they
are aggregating. He noted that’s it’s a biased view to think that if you have fish when you are
fishing it means that there’s a lot of fish. That’s not the case.
The chairperson mentioned that C&P is well aware of the issues in the bait fishery and that
not all landings are accounted for. Everyone should keep in mind during the discussions that
the complete closure of the fishery is still on the table.
Industry is asking, why does DFO always say that they want to shut down the fishery? Where
is the misreporting? Is it on the bait fishery?
According to Glen Gillespie (C&P), misreporting is an absolute fact. C&P finds evidence of
misreporting in the bait fishery every time they conduct surveillance.
Request for license conditions to be issued 30 days before the season starts.
There should be an efficient electronic logbook (ELOG) system for the bait fishery. There is a
model in Gaspésie that seems to be working. Part of the solution is to have a quick and easy
way to report.
Possible funding to find alternative bait through the Atlantic Fisheries Fund.
Questions on who would benefit from this fishery closing.
Seems like we created the bait fishery by design of a commercial fishery. Back in the day, the
bait licences would only be valid when the commercial fishery was closed.
Suggestion for fish harvesters to have a buyback program where they stack the licenses and
only get five nets. This could be a way to reduce the commercial licenses.
A closure of the fishery or the elimination of bait would greatly impact our fish harvesters.
Don’t want to downplay this. It is not just a handful of fish harvesters. It is a very important
fishery and there would be a lot of implications with a closure.
Have artificial reefs been considered by DFO as a way of creating a better habitat and more
zooplankton?
Nicolas Roland (Science) noted that for zooplankton, the only thing that is needed is good
climate and environmental conditions. In regards to the spawning grounds, he said that it is
not something that they think would be valuable to look at.
Glen Gillespie (C&P) said that there has been discussions between Resource Management
and C&P in regards to the bait fishery. They have some ideas and they want to further look
at the hail system.

Following the questions, Mr. Giard asked the members of the GSPAC what could be done to improve
the recruitment of the stock. He stated that the Department is looking for suggestions and
recommendations from stakeholders on how to manage the growth of the stock.
The chairperson stated she would like a two year decision. The Department will continue to try to
rebuild the stock because it is a requirement in the law for the Minister to do so with the new fish
stock provisions. Industry recommendations will be summarized in a table and shared with members
of the GSPAC before being finalized for the decision memo.
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More comments following the fisheries management update
•

•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Laura Ramsey (PEIFA) said that last year they recommended a 1,250 t TAC. She noted
the Department reduced the number of nets from 23 nets to 10 nets, which was not
supported by industry. She noted that it would be very difficult to get back to her
members and discuss more management measures on a fishery that already has so
many restrictions. She suggested that the Department wait at least three to four years
to see the impact of recent management measures.
The chairperson said that currently, this fishery is not compliant with the PA and that
she could almost guarantee that the TAC will not be more than 500 t.
According to Louis Ferguson (MFU), a 500 t TAC is the same as an index or small sentinel
fishery. He added that managing sub-divisions by areas instead of a global TAC is
something that industry has been proposing for a few years.
Martin Mallet (MFU) echoed Laura and Louis’s statements, and suggested that the TAC
be kept at the 500t level but that we improve the way it is managed and fished. He
suggested that we stay at this TAC level at the very least and wait to see the effects in
the next few years.
It was suggested to implement designated ports to land bait be implemented to allow
C&P to conduct better enforcement activities.
It was noted that sometimes the minutes don’t properly reflect what was said during the
advisory meeting.
The chairperson reiterated that they will provide a timeline to receive industry
recommendations and that DFO would gather them in a table and share it back with
members to make sure that they reflect what was proposed. She added that DFO
provides recommendations to the minister and then the minister decides. We can
propose options A and B, but the minister can go with option C.
One comment was made on the fact that the fishery is actually pretty well managed, but
questioned why the bait fishery is opened during the same time as the commercial
fishery. The bait fishery would probably be more enforceable if it was only opened when
the commercial fishery is closed.
Glen Gillespie (C&P) noted that the commercial fishery is easier to manage because of
requirement for 100% dockside monitoring, and the fact that it is mostly done with
larger vessels and the landing are made at designated ports. Mr. Gillespie agreed that
the bait fishery is very difficult to manage. The chairperson stated that ideally, a
decision would be announced by the end of February.
Some wondered how many consistent years it will take for fish harvesters to catch their
quota before science realizes that they are missing certain information.
Jenni McDermid (science) noted that it was critical that representatives speak with their
members and encourage them to participate in the phone survey conducted by science.
She stated that fish harvesters’ information forms a huge part of the assessment, and
that if they are catching more fish with less effort, that this type of information will show
up in the catch per unit effort results.
Some asked if it would be possible for Science to be present on their boats during fishing
activities.
Howie Beaton (Inverness South Fishermen’s Association) asked if it is an option for
additional regions to be conducting surveys. He noted that some of their members may
be interested and added that they are located on the west side of Cape Breton.
Nicolas Rolland (science) said that they could look at this based on the budget they have
available to cover the survey.
There was a comment that other predators should also be listed as part of the problem,
such as striped bass and seals.
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OTHER SMALL PELAGICS
The presentation can be found in Annex 6.
Mackerel
A brief update on mackerel was given by Mireille Chiasson (chairperson). The TAC for 2021 was
4,000 t divided in two equal portion of 2,000 t. Mackerel is managed out of Ottawa and they have
the lead on the management of this species. The mackerel stock is also in the critical zone of the
precautionary approach and there have been no sign of any notable recruitment in the recent years.
A rebuilding plan is being developed and will be updated following the stock assessment in 2023.
The next Atlantic Mackerel Advisory Committee (AMAC) is scheduled for February 2022.
Laura Ramsey (PEIFA) mentioned that there was a lot of discussions for the spring herring and bait
but not about mackerel. She added that we should recognize that they have implications on one
another.
David Giard presented the landings for capelin and mackerel. He informed members that a logbook
is being developed and could be implemented next year for fall herring, bait and mackerel.
Some asked if the advisory meeting for fall herring could be held earlier than currently planned
because harvesters start fishing in early April. In response, David said he would look into it, but that
he cannot schedule it prior to the science assessment and needs to allow time for science to do their
review/summary after the assessment. There may be a small window for an opportunity to hold the
meeting a bit earlier. Industry will be informed if a date change is possible.
MEETING CLOSURE
The chairperson closed the meeting by thanking everybody for their participation and also for their
input in the discussions. She added that the Department would wait for the recommendations from
industry and that everyone should expect a quick turnaround and feedback in preparation for the
decision memo of 2022.
ACTION ITEM : Once received, share recommendations with industry for feedback.
UPDATE (December 16, 2021) : The recommendations (Annex 7) were shared with industry for
feedback.
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ANNEX 1
Name
Adam Jerome
Craig Knickle
Sean Triska
Michael Lindquist
Annie Ferguson
Terry Hatt
Alan Chandler
Scott Samson
Robert MacMillan
Dave MacEwen
Gilles Duguay
Howie Beaton
Martin Mallet
Louis Ferguson
Luc LeBlanc
Lyne Robichaud
Laura Ramsay
Trevor Barlow
Yvan Gallant
Molly Aylward
Lee Knox
Kenneth LeClair
Joe Barry
David Barry
Michel Gauvin
Jeffrey Vauthier
Katie Schleit
Sebastián Pardo

Association
Mi’kmaq Maliseet Aboriginal Fisheries Management Association & Gespe’gewaq
Mi’gmaq Resource Council
Mi’kmaq Confederacy of Prince Edward Island
Mawiw Council Inc.
Micmac Nation of Gespeg
New Brunswick Department of Agriculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries
New Brunswick Department of Agriculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries
Nova Scotia Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture
Nova Scotia Department of Fisheries and Aquaculture
PEI Department of Fisheries and Communities
PEI Department of Fisheries and Communities
Regroupement des pêcheurs professionnels du sud de la Gaspésie (RPPSG)
Inverness South Fishermen’s Association
Maritimes Fishermen’s Union
Maritimes Fishermen’s Union
Maritimes Fishermen’s Union
Maritimes Fishermen’s Union
Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s Association
Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s Association
Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s Association
Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s Association
Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s Association
Prince Edward Island Fishermen’s Association
Barry Group
Barry Group
Barry Group
Transformateur du Sud de la Gaspésie
Oceans North
Ecology Action Center

Fisheries and Oceans Canada representatives
Mireille Chiasson
(chairperson)
Christina Savoie
Antoine Rivierre
Nicolas Rolland
Jenni McDermid
Monica MacLellan
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David Giard

Jean Picard

Alan Dwyer
Mathieu Pellerin
Rémi Sonier
François Turcotte
Jacques Boudreau

Mario Gaudet
Glen Gillespie
Jenness Cawthray
Rachel Delong
Luc Légère

Benjamin Moore
Raoul Bourgeois
Krista Peterson
Amélie Rondeau
Matthew Hardy
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ANNEX 7
Summary of recommendations/comments for the spring herring fishery in
the Gulf Region (December 2021)
Name of
organizations
Regroupement des
Pêcheurs
professionnels du sud
de la Gaspésie
(RPPSG)

Fishing
Summary of recommendations
Areas
16B
Commercial fishery :
16C
• 500 t minimum TAC
16E
• Improve management measures for 2022
1. Maintain last year’s weekly limit of 12,125 pounds.
2. Maintain weekend closures.
3. Opening dates should be set as soon as the ice is gone.
4. No further management changes until new scientific review in
2024.
Bait fishery :
• Implementation of mandatory electronic logbooks.
• Establish a new rule that a fisherman who has reached his weekly limit
in the commercial fishery will not be allowed to fish for bait until the
following Sunday.
• No other management changes for the next 3 years.
Scientific work :
• Get more data on this fish stock.
• This is a step towards a better understanding of the dynamics of spring
herring populations and towards better management.

Maritimes
Fishermen’s Union
(MFU)
(Martin Mallet)

16B &
16C
16E

Rebuilding plan :
• A targeted action plan on seal overpopulation.
• A fleet buyback/rationalization program.
• New science to improve stock assessments.
• Innovating in the field of herring resource development.
• Include last year's management actions in the rebuilding plan.
• Maintain a minimum fishing presence on the water.
Commercial fishery :
• 500 t minimum TAC
• Improve management measures for 2022 :
1. Maintain the 12,125 pounds weekly limit.
2. Maintain the weekend closures.
3. Opening dates should set as soon as the ice is gone.
4. No other management changes until further science review in
2024.
Bait fishery :
• Implementation of electronic logbooks in the Gulf Region
• Establish the rule that a fisher who reaches his weekly limit in the
commercial fishery cannot fish for bait until the following Sunday.
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Name of
organizations

Fishing
Areas

Summary of recommendations
•

No further management changes for the next 3 years.

Science work :
• Continue collaborating with science on the improvement of survey
area protocols (acoustic survey program).

Prince Edward Island
Fishermen’s
Association (PEIFA)
(Laura Ramsay)

16C
16E

Rebuilding plan :
• Targeted action plan on the overpopulation of seals.
• Buy-back/fleet rationalization program (herring licenses not connected
to a lobster license) with industry consultation.
• New science for improving stock assessments and for better
understanding of herring ecology.
• Innovate in the field of herring resource enhancement.
• Include recent year’s management measures as part of the rebuilding
plan.
• Must maintain a minimum fishing presence on the water to preserve
minimum cultural and economic aspects.
Commercial fishery :
• 500 t minimum TAC
• While 1,250 t commercial quota remains a conservative approach we
are aiming to target in the near future, a 500 t TAC for the coming
season at less than 1.25% of the stock spawning biomass removal rate
is a compromised short-term measure.
• 15 nets per fisher while maintaining a 5,500 kg (12,125 pounds)
weekly limit.
• Maintaining the hail-in system.
• Commercial licences be attached to primary vessel (not dories) in
effort to reduce fishing pressure in shallow waters.
• Opening date of the commercial fishery : one week before spring
lobster fishing begins in an effort to maximize on the price.
Rebuilding plan :
• Collaboratively develop a targeted action plan on the overpopulation
of seals with realistic objectives and measurable outcomes.
• Improved localized data collection throughout the Gulf.
• A fleet buyback/rationalization program.
Bait fishery :
• TAC for bait would be above the 500 t commercial TAC
• Maintain 3 nets and weekly limit of 2,270 kg
• Weekend closure change to Saturday-Monday
• Herring bait fishery opening April 1st
• Request that bait fishery opens before and after the commercial spring
herring fishery is open, but bait remains closed while the commercial
spring herring fishery is open. This measure is an effort to assist C&P
and DFO with monitoring efforts.
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Name of
organizations
Oceans North
(Katie Schleit)

Fishing
Areas
All
•

•
•
•

Ecology Action
Center
(Sebastián Pardo)
Produits Belle Baie
Ltée (Joe Foulem)
Prince Edward Island
Department of
Fisheries and
Communities
(Dave MacEwen)

Summary of recommendations
Set the 2022 total allowable catch (TAC) as low as possible, ideally at
zero, in line with the mandate to rebuild fish populations and follow
advice related to the precautionary approach framework and proposed
rebuilding regulations;
Regulate the bait fishery (if it is allowed to continue) as part of a TAC
and put in place better monitoring, control and surveillance;
Finalize the rebuilding plan in order to guide the management of
stocks in the critical zone;
Continue and expand the work on implementing an ecosystem
approach to fisheries management (with a particular focus on
predator/prey interactions) and use this information in decision
making.
TAC set at 0 t for the commercial fishery
Catches under bait licences must be fully reported and monitored

All

•
•

All

• 500 t TAC

All

Commercial fishery :
• 500 t TAC (exclusive of the bait fishery landings)
• Management measures for 2022 :
1. Opening date 1 week prior to the spring lobster season.
2. Weekly catch limit of 5,500 kg.
Bait fishery :
• Bait fishery opening in April that does not operate during the same
time as the commercial fishery allowing DFO C&P to best carry out
their enforcement activities.
• Weekly limit of 2,270 kg (daily limit of 454 kg per licence holder)
• Weekend closure from Saturday to Monday.

Barry Group Inc.
(David Barry)
EKME # 4258818

All

General comments :
• Rebuilding of the stock is a priority and if status quo is not working,
other measures must be implemented. At a minimum, must have a
fishery that can produce bait for our trap fisheries
• Discussions to address the high abundance of seals.
• Further research on spring herring such as acoustic surveys
on spawning beds and offer our assistance.
• Improve landings information during this fishery as it will aid DFO
Science in its attempts to model this species.
• Continue working towards finalizing a rebuilding plan.
• Need for licenses to be attached to fishermen’s primary vessels and not
to small dories that are able to place high fishing pressure on fish
spawning in very shallow waters.
• The fishing mortality should be stated accurately, clearly and
comparatively in order of importance, after grey seals and/or tuna and
environmental conditions.
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Name of
organizations

Fishing
Areas

Summary of recommendations
•
•

•
•
•

•

New Brunswick
Department of
Aquaculture,
Agriculture and
Fisheries
(Annie Ferguson)

ALL

•

•

•
•
•
•
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The TAC should be set back to 1,250 t.
With the recent reduction, 500 t is now the ‘ceiling’, and management
is recommending 0 t as the only ‘PA compliant’ option. Nonetheless,
many members stated that it is too early to evaluate the outcomes of
this recent reduction.
Precautionary Approach reference levels need to be reviewed.
Harvesters from all provinces are recommending more survey effort
and/or reporting how much fish they are seeing and catching, relative
to past years.
We are not convinced by explanations from science (and managers)
that increased sign of herring and faster landings are due only to
herring's ‘aggregating’ nature (while the stock condition remains
‘critical’).
All efforts should be made to reduce and eliminate I.U.U. fishing,
particularly given the stated “severe misreporting" with respect to the
bait fishery. There should be zero tolerance for continued misreporting
in this fishery, or any fishery. Efforts should be made to equalize
monitoring effort across different fleet sectors.
Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada (DFO) must improve their
stock evaluation by increasing the survey frequency/areas and
improving survey net design, to better manage and understand the
decline in the stock.
Recommending the draft rebuilding plan that was due in 2021 be
completed as soon as possible and include measures to address
predation and environmental impacts. In addition, industry is provided
sufficient time to review and provide comments.
Experience and information sharing from the fishing industry is
critically important in understanding the stock behavior.
Recommending a minimum TAC for an index/commercial fishery for
Spring 2022 dictated by DFO scientific division in order to adequately
evaluate the impact on the stock biomass.
Recommending that licence issued for bait fishery should be better
monitored and limited.
Support the implementation of paper logs as a first step in improving
the reporting of landings in the fishery. E-logs and a Hail system should
be considered when available.
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